
 

  

 

                            April 15, 2009 Edition of the MIHN Newsletter  

Note from the Board 

The publication of this Newsletter coincides with our 6 month Network anniversary. 
We are very pleased to have been of assistance to eight families.  

Kevin Connolly has joined our Board from the Wellesley Congregational Church 
and we are in touch with several other potential Board members who were 
nominated by some of you in response to my “plea” in the last Newsletter! Thank 
you!  

At this time our principal concern is fundraising. As the economy has worsened, 
the need for the temporary shelter and services that we offer to homeless families 
has increased, but the contributions we count on to meet our small budget have 
decreased. We are currently running at a deficit and are losing ground each 
month. Our Fundraising Committee will be reaching out to request contributions, 
but in the meantime I would ask you to please consider a donation now. We have 
established a 365 Club, asking for a $1 donation per day to support our programs. 
There is a form on the last page of the Newsletter which you can fill out and 
submit with a check. 

Thank you in advance for your continued support.  

In gratitude,  Candace Sutcliffe 

 

Metrowest Interfaith Hospitality Network  

Six months have passed since MIHN opened its doors on October 5th, 2008! It hardly 
seems possible. 
 
Through the dedication of our Network’s more than 600 volunteers (and growing), we 
were able to provide food, shelter and hospitality to 8 families in our first six months. 
Our first families included 11 adults and 15 children. That is 26 individuals to whom 
our Network provided a warm safe “home” during some of the coldest nights of the 
year. We thank you. 
 
The generosity and kindness of so many continues to abound. Marcia and I have 
witnessed the eagerness of our volunteers to rise to each new challenge whether it is 
donating needed clothing, toys, car seats; or making curtains, providing translation 
services, GED tutoring or parenting classes. All of these gifts are in addition to the 
time and effort provided as host and day center volunteers. We thank you.  
 
It is far from breaking news when I say that programs like the Metrowest Interfaith 
Hospitality Network are needed now more than ever. We are all aware of the rising 
need for affordable housing and temporary shelter and the decrease in funds to 
provide these services. During this difficult time, we have the opportunity to come 
together as one in the fight against homelessness. As one, we will continue to open 
our hearts and our faith communities so that each of our guests leaves us knowing 
they deserve a warm, safe place to call home.  
 
Warm Regards, 

Beth 

 

Director’s Letter 
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MIHN Host Con gregations  

Christ Lutheran Church, Natick 

Christ the King Lutheran Church, 
Holliston 

The Dover Church 

Federated Church of Ashland 

First Congregational Church, Natick 

First Parish Church, Wayland 

      First Parish in Framingham 

Pilgrim Church, Sherborn 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Natick 

Unitarian Universalist Society of 
Wellesley Hills 

Unitarian Universalist Area Church, 
Sherborn 

Wellesley Congregational Church 

Wellesley Hills Congregational 
Church 

MIHN Support Congregations �

Fisk United Methodist Church, Natick 

Holy Spirit Catholic Community, 
Wellesley 

Peace Lutheran Church, Wayland 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 
Framingham 

 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 

Wellesley 

St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Holliston 

St. Theresa’s Catholic Church, 
Sherborn 

Sha’arei Shalom, Ashland 

Temple Beth Elohim, Wellesley 

Temple Beth Torah, Holliston 

Temple Or Atid, Wayland 



 

Georgia, Mikey Sr and Mikey Jr have been 
with MIHN for 2 months.  Mikey Jr is 
attending Headstart and Georgia is 
volunteering at the Bennett-Hemenway 
Elementary School while continuing to 
seek employment. 

 

 

 

Our third family is an expectant Mom and 
her 4 yr old daughter. They have been 
with MIHN for two weeks.  
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As most of you know, MIHN’s day center exists through the generosity of Pastor Nancy Hitt 
and the First Baptist Church in Natick; and their generosity and kindness continues. 
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Our Network 
continues to grow…. 
 
Please welcome our new 
Support Congregations: 
 

St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church, 

Framingham 
 

And 
 

St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church, Holliston 
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Diana and her daughters have recently 
moved into their own apartment in the 
same neighborhood as Diana’s son and 
daughter-in-law! 

Tim and his children have left MIHN to 
live with family. 

Yinett and 
her 1 year 

old son 
Vick, came 

to MIHN just 
last week. 

The word continues to spread that 
the Metrowest Interfaith Hospitality 
Network is ready and able to assist 
families in need. Below are sources 
that have referred families to us:  

Bridge Over Troubled Water 
Dept of Transitional Assistance  
FCC, Hopkinton 
Framingham Public Schools 
Housing Authorities 
MA Coalition for the Homeless 
Natick Service Council 
St. Vincent DePaul’s 
SMOC 
Southbridge and Worcester IHNs 
Traveler’s Aid 

FBC recently allowed the building of a laundry room at the day 
center. As a result, our guests no longer have to spend hours 
at the Laundromat but rather are able to do their laundry in 
their own “home”. Many thanks to Dave Emslie and Emslie 
Construction for the building of the laundry room and installing 
some much needed storage cabinets. 

Through the generosity of Dave Belcher at Belcher’s  
Appliance in Natick we were able to purchase our beautiful 
new washer and dryer at cost. Belcher’s also provided free 
delivery and installation. Thank you Belcher’s Appliance! 

Thank you   
to the following local 
businesses for the 
donation of their 
services and products  

to MIHN: 
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Adagio 

Belle Sante 

Ardan 

Bakery on the Common 

Belcher’s Appliance 

Envy Nails 

Fitness Club 

John Dellaria 

Heads Up Hair Salon 

Lakeside Garage 

Panera Bread 

Philip DePalma 

Salon Maleah 

Sherborn Spa 

Stop & Shop 

Studio Nails 

TLC Nails 

Roche Brothers 
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
I will do everything I can to help homeless children and their parents.     ______________________________ 
Please use my gift to support homeless families in our communities.     Contact Name 
Enclosed is:                                                                                                                    

�  $730 to join the MIHN 365 Club for 2 years                              ______________________________ 
�  $365 to join the MIHN 365 Club for 1 year                                         Email Address 
�  $ ___________(another amount) to help as much as possible         

                 _____________________________ 
Please make your check payable to: Metrowest Interfaith Hospitality Network            Street Address 
MAIL TO:      
MIHN                                                                                                                            _____________________________ 
PO Box 847                                                                                                                   City                                  Zip Code 
Natick, MA 01760 
 

Thank you to our many Day 
Center volunteers: 

Nikkie Allen, Boo Ash, Betty Aucoin, 
Roma Brown, Genevra Casais, Ruth 
Colson, Judy Davis, Lisa Eck, Deb 
Friscino, Pat Gentes, Kay Hickman, Tom 
Hunt, Carol Johnson, Liz King, Kathleen 
Lang, Edie Lohr, Jennifer Long, Joy 
Macleod, Faith Madzar, Anne Manners, 
Laraine Marthinsen, Kate McCullough, 
Jennifer Moran, Paula Moran, Elizabeth 
O’Conor, Lincoln Passmore, Kay Pfeiffer, 
Jessica Stanton, Sue Wallace, Gayle 
Weston-Roberts, Joanne Whitney, and 
Ellen Zagajeski 

What does an MIHN Day Center 
Volunteer do? 

Volunteers answer phones, assist guests 
as needed, collate training materials, 
and/or prepare mailings. We encourage 
volunteers to bring a book as often times a 
volunteer simply being at the Day Center 
is all that is needed � .  

Volunteers are still needed. Please contact 
Beth at director@metrowestihn.org or 
508-318-4820 if you are interested. 
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www.metrowestihn.org 
Many thanks to John Shea for the incredible facelift to MIHN’s website. 
Please be sure to take a few minutes to browse the site and watch for 
continued improvements, including an upcoming director’s blog providing 
weekly updates.  

While on the site you can connect to MIHN’s Wiki. Simply click on “related 
links” and then click on “MIHN Wiki site”. The Wiki provides information 
including; Volunteer training, Items needed for the day center, and Host 
rotation schedule.  
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The Metrowest Interfaith Hospitality Network office is 
located at the   

First Baptist Church, 13 Common Street in Natick. 

MIHN’s Director, Beth Cooper and Assistant Director, 
Marcia Praver can be reached at 508-318-4820. Email: 

director@metrowestihn.org or marcia@metrowestihn.org. 

Many Thanks to our Wonderful Van Drivers! 

 
Ned Cole, Lauren Davis, Chris Dubose, Merle 

Ehst, Proctor Jones, Peter Liffiton, Nancy Lynch, 
Dan Marple, George Pettee, and Dave Whyte. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Metrowest Interfaith Hospitality Network  

(508)318-4820 * director@metrowestihn.org 
 


